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MYTH #7

High-performance silicone coatings require 
little-to-no in-water hull cleaning throughout 
the in-service period

By design, the Hempaguard system requires no in-water hull 
cleaning (IWC). This means that if a vessel is staying within the 
operational specifications, it can maintain performance without 
the need for IWC during the in-service period. The need for IWC 
may arise when vessels change trade profile outside the initial 
specification, in cases of extensive mechanical damages, or in 
cases where the coating application doesn’t conform to standard 
procedures. For such situations, Hempel has developed guidelines 
to ensure IWC interventions have a minimal impact to the 
performance of the coating system. 

TRUE

MYTH #8

Silicone coatings can’t be cleaned as 
the cleaning will destroy the paint

The methodology of cleaning is very important, and in Hempel we 
have developed specific cleaning guidelines that ensure optimal 
results and no mechanical damage to your low-friction silicone 
coating. The risk of damage is not unique to silicone coatings, as 
you can also risk damage to your SPC if not cleaned properly.
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MYTH #9

Silicone based coatings are prone to getting 
mechanical damaged more easily than 
SPCs due to low mechanical strength

Silicone-based antifoulings are more sensitive to mechanical 
damage if guidelines are not followed or when the vessel trades in 
certain regions. Therefore, we always recommend a vessel specific 
review where the features and operational patterns of your vessel 
are assessed. It may be that the best solution is combining a 
silicone coating with other low friction solutions. In Hempel we 
offer vessel-specific assessments, where we, based on your 
vessel and operational patterns, advice on the best solution in 
terms of both operational, regulatory and environmental 
measures. 
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Learn more about 

the impact of  
high-performance 
silicone coatings
Your vessel's optimal performance is our shared objective, 
and we're ready to assist you along the way.
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