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Key messages 

• Hempel opens new R&D Centre of Excellence in Barcelona, Spain 

• This is a step towards gaining more market share in the passive fire protective industry 

• A strong team of experts will be conducting state-of-the-art research using the latest technol-
ogy 

 
 

Hempel to gain market share with new Centre of Excellence  
 
On 29 November 2018, world-leading coatings manufacturer Hempel officially opens its 
new Centre of Excellence in Barcelona. The centre’s focus will be on the research and 
development of coating products within the field of passive fire protection in which 
Hempel is determined to gain market share during the next few years. 
 
State-of-the-art research and development conducted by experts using the latest technology – 
this is what Hempel is now opening the doors to as the Centre of Excellence is inaugurated.  
As a global leader in the coatings industry, Hempel is committed to increase its range of passive 
fire protection (PFP) coatings, and the entire Centre of Excellence is dedicated to this field.  
 
The new Centre of Excellence is strategically located just outside Barcelona in Spain, as 
Hempel has a long and successful history in the region. However, the activities and results car-
ried out here will have a global reach. 
 
“We are determined to develop the coatings industry within the PFP field on a global scale,” 
says Group Vice President and COO Lars Petersson. “PFP coatings are an important part of 
our growth strategy. But it is equally important to us to help protect the inside of our customers’ 
assets and provide safety to the people working or staying there. And applying the right coating 
is crucial here.”  
 
A strong organisation with a dedicated team 
From 1 December, 29 employees will be working at Hempel’s new Centre of Excellence. They 
will form a strong technical organisation, which consists of highly skilled technicians, applicators, 
fire testers, and scientists.  
 
R&D Director in Barcelona Santiago Arias says: 
 
“The organisation at the new Centre of Excellence will continue the work in developing PFP 
products and testing solutions. Hempel already offers a range of PFP products, but the team is 
dedicated to moving forward and I can promise that our product portfolio will soon be expanded 
with solutions that our customers can trust to protect their buildings and industrial installations.” 
 
 



 

For the past seven years, Hempel has grown within the field of PFP coatings, and with the new 
R&D Centre of Excellence in Barcelona, this journey continues.  
 
Facts about the R&D Centre of Excellence 

• Hempel has invested € 6 million in this new Centre of Excellence 

• 3,000 m2 laboratory, testing areas and offices 

• When fully operational the PFP Centre of Excellence will employ more than 30 highly 

qualified employees, many of them experts within their field  

o Technicians, fire testers and applicators 

o Scientists (including PhDs) 

o Chartered engineers 

 
For more information 
Please contact Sara Stendevad, Media Manager at Hempel 
Tel.: +45 31 42 63  
Email: savst@hempel.com  
 
About Hempel  
As a world-leading supplier of trusted coating solutions, Hempel is a global company with strong 
values, working with customers in the protective, marine, decorative, container and yacht indus-
tries. Hempel employs 6,700 people in 80 countries and has 28 factories, 15 R&D centres (in-
cluding the new Centre of Excellence in Barcelona) and more than 150 stock points worldwide. 
 
Across the globe, Hempel’s coatings protect surfaces, structures and equipment. They extend 
asset lifetimes, reduce maintenance costs and make homes and workplaces safer and more 
colourful. Hempel was founded in Copenhagen, Denmark in 1915 and is proudly owned by the 
Hempel Foundation, which ensures a solid economic base for the Hempel Group and supports 
cultural, social, humanitarian and scientific objectives around the world. 
 
See more at www.hempel.com 
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