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Press release 

9 March 2023 
 

Hempel joins IMO public-private partnership to help prevent 
biofouling on ships’ hulls 
 
 
Hempel joins the International Maritime Organization (IMO)’s Global Industry Alliance (GIA) 
for Marine Biosafety to work with industry to support shipping’s emissions reduction 
pathway and to mitigate against the spread of invasive species.  

Key messages 

• Hempel joins Global Industry Alliance (GIA) for Marine Biosafety  

• Through the GIA, Hempel will collaborate with governments and NGOs providing best 
practice and guidance on reducing hull biofouling and its impact on the environment.  

• The GIA is a public-private partnership with the GEF-UNDP-IMO GloFouling Partnerships 
project. 

 
 
World-leading coatings company, Hempel A/S, has increased its commitment to supporting the 
maritime industry’s shift to ever more sustainable operations by joining the Global Industry 
Alliance (GIA) for Marine Biosafety. 
 
The GIA, created under the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO’s) GloFouling Partnerships 
project , is a cross-sectoral platform for collaboration. Following Hempel’s membership, the GIA 
comprises 13 private companies that work with governments, the IMO and other non-
governmental organisations to increase awareness of the environmental implications and risks 
associated with biofouling on ships hulls, identify common issues, and foster solutions for 
mitigation. The alliance also informs policy developments and shares technical expertise within 
NGOs. 
 
“At Hempel, we are very pleased to be joining the Global Industry Alliance (GIA) for Marine 
Biosafety. We believe that strong collaboration between all stakeholders - governments, NGOs 
and the maritime industry - is needed to identify challenges and accelerate solutions to 
decarbonise the maritime industry and protect marine environments. As a provider of hull 
performance solutions that can help prevent the build-up of invasive species on hulls as well as 
reduce the fuel usage and carbon emissions of ships, we look forward to taking part in this 
collaboration," says Alexander Enström, Executive Vice President and Head of Marine. 
 
Biofouling on ships’ hulls can affect the environment in two ways. Ships sailing across different 
regions can facilitate the unintentional spread of invasive aquatic species one of five largest 
threats to marine biodiversity. Further, biofouling build-up on a ship’s hull creates drag and can 
significantly reduce efficiency levels as more fuel is required to propel the vessel through the 
water. 
 
 

https://www.glofouling.imo.org/gia
https://www.glofouling.imo.org/gia
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Members of the GIA include marine coatings companies, in-water cleaning service providers and 
marine growth preventive systems, shipping companies and technical organisations. The 
International Association of Oil & Gas Producers also has observer status within the group. 
 
The GIA was set up as a public-private partnership by the GloFouling Partnerships project in June 
2020. The Project is part of the wider efforts undertaken by IMO, in collaboration with the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to protect 
marine ecosystems from the negative effects of invasive species.  
 
The programme is also in line with the IMO strategy to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
from shipping by at least 50% by 2050. By limiting biofouling on a ship’s hull, GHG emissions are 
reduced and operational efficiencies can be achieved. 
 

#### 
 
Contact 
Joanna Ashmead, Head of Media Relations 
Email: communications@hempel.com  
Tel: +45 30 77 28 16  
 
About Hempel 
As a world-leading supplier of trusted coating solutions, Hempel is a global company with strong 
values, working with customers in the decorative, marine, infrastructure and energy industries. 
Hempel factories, R&D centres and stock points are established in every region. 
 
Across the globe, Hempel’s paints and coatings can be found in almost every country of the 
world. They protect and beautify buildings, infrastructure and other assets, and play an essential 
role in our customers’ businesses. They help minimise maintenance costs, improve aesthetics 
and increase energy efficiency. 
 
At Hempel, our purpose is to shape a brighter future with sustainable coating solutions. We firmly 
believe that we will succeed as a business only if we place sustainability at our heart. Not only is it 
the right thing to do, it will strengthen our competitive position, make ourselves more resilient and 
reduce our risk. 
 
Hempel was founded in Copenhagen, Denmark in 1915. It is proudly owned by the Hempel 
Foundation, which ensures a solid economic base for the Hempel Group and supports cultural, 
social, humanitarian and scientific purposes around the world. www.hempel.com  

http://www.hempel.com/

